CITY OF NEWPORT
RESOLUTION NO. 4042

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE
CITY OF NEWPORT'S ROLE IN MANAGING DEVELOPMENT
WITHIN THE YAQUINA BAY ESTUARY

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2024, the Newport City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2225,
amending the Newport Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map to
implement the recently updated Yaquina Bay Estuary Management Plan (*YBEMP”); and

WHEREAS, by taking this step the City has put in place modern policies and standards
for managing development within the Yaquina Bay estuary (‘the Bay”) that take into
consideration the location and condition of natural resources, existing/anticipated
development, modern conservation practices, and the effects of climate change; and

WHEREAS, the Bay is a vital ecosystem, home to many threatened, endangered, and
culturally important wildlife, and nursery habitat within the estuary is essential for maintaining
healthy fish and crab populations for sustaining commercial and recreational fisheries; and

WHEREAS, the environmental, economic, and social values of the Bay are threatened
by the impacts of climate change, including, but not limited to, rising sea levels, warmer
waters, ocean acidification, and increased storm frequency and intensity; and

WHEREAS, environmental conditions in the Bay are expected to change rapidly and
components of the YBEMP, and the City's implementing policies and standards, may
become outdated and ineffective if left unchanged for extended periods of time; and

WHEREAS, this will require that the City adapt its approach to managing development
within the Bay by (a) proactively seeking current environmental/scientific assessments for
the Council and administration every 2-5 years, (b) updating the City’s policies and standards
in consultation with partner agencies and members of the community to address significant
changes to environmental conditions documented in such assessments, and (c¢) partnering
with stakeholders to pursue updates to the YBEMP, when necessary; and

WHEREAS, with this resolution the City of Newport commits to carrying out its estuary
management responsibilities in this manner, consistent with the authority and
responsibilities derived from Statewide Planning Goal 16, which requires that local
governments take steps to protect estuarine resources.

THE CITY OF NEWPORT RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

The City of Newport is committed to periodically reevaluating its estuarine management
policies and standards when significant changes to environmental conditions, including the
effects of climate change, render those policies obsolete or there is a need to align the City’s
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management approach with partner agencies that share responsibilities for managing
estuarine resources.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Newport this 215! day of October, 2024.
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Erik Glover, City Recorder
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